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the 30-day waiting period was over. However, the news was too
joyful to be left alone without an expression of thankfulness to the
Almighty. The Emperor ordered one of his aides, Jauhar, to bring
a pod of musk entrusted to his care for safekeeping. When brought
to him, Humayun broke open the container on a China platter.
He then distributed with his own hand the contents among the
assembled amirs with the words: ''Circumstances do not permit
to be more lavish. I restrict myself to presenting to you this token
gift in the hope that the fame of the infant prince would spread
throughout the world like the fragrance which fills the air of this
tent." Everybody appreciated the gesture. Then they all prayed
for long life of the prince. A feast was held in the evening, at
which function musicians and nautch-girls and jesters combined
their skills to produce an atmosphere in which the travails of the
past were forgotten and the participants looked to the future with
hope and confidence.
The next morning, the allied force, numbering nearly three
thousand, continued its march to Jun. The going was smoother
than expected. No opposition worth the name was offered by Shah
Hussain's men guarding the north-west of the Rann of Kutch and
areas close to the eastern arm of the Indus. Moreover, Humayun's
army gained strength as it progressed, its ranks swelling not only
by the addition of straggling remnants of the once mighty Mughal
force but also through several Hindu chieftains making a common
cause with Rana Prasad against the Sind ruler. It was, therefore,
little wonder that the Governor of Jun fled in panic, and the dis-
trict fell to Humayun without resistance. This success convinced
the Emperor that his days of horaelessness were gradually coming,
to an end and that the prediction of the Hindu astrologer would
ultimately come true.
Jun, with its gardens and wide open spaces, fascinated Humayun;.
it was a well-composed district, abounding in all the essentials that
make life pleasurable; its picturesque setting and heady freshness
of air reminded Humayun of his favourite Rohri gardens, and he
decided to halt there for a period of rest and enjoyment before
deciding on the next step in the campaign to reconquer the lost
empire. The royal tents were pitched at a distance of two miles-
from the township, and soon the camp began to pulsate with the
Mughal modes of pleasure-making. Music, wine and dancing help-
ed ^create an atmosphere of relaxed cheerfulness that swelled the